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A Word from 
Pastor Keseley 

 
Dear Abiding  Presence Members and 
Friends, 
 
“How Firm a Foundation,” one of the 
great hymns of the church begins, 

“How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the 
Word!” I am reminded of these powerful words as I think about Abiding Presence.  
 
We have had a fabulous year celebrating our 40th anniversary and the history of the 
ministry and members who have brought us to this place. Our 40th anniversary service 
lifted up the “Can Do Spirit” of Abiding Presence that has been part of our church’s DNA 
from the beginning. We heard the personal stories that when all signs seemed to point 
to Abiding Presence closing our doors a few faithful members and the Holy Spirit kept it 
going and growing into the vibrant church we are today.   
 
Whether you have been part of the Abiding Presence faith family for the past forty 
years, just a short time or some length of time in between, I hope you will read through 
the pages of this book and see how far we have come and how much God is still calling 
us to do. It is an exciting time to be the church together. Thank you for all the ways you 
support our ministry through your time, passion and financial gifts.  
 
As we head into the second year of our three-
year vision for our congregation, I continue to be 
excited about what God is doing here. We contin-
ue to pray and discern how God is calling us to 
live into the mission of Connecting People to 
Christ through Community. In 2019 we will be   
focusing on “Making Firm the Foundation.” As a 
church that has experienced significant growth in 
ministry and weekly worship attendance, we 
want to make sure we have a firm foundation in 
place to support and encourage our growing  
ministry. This will lead us into our 2020 focus of 
“Engaging People in the Community.”  
 
Some of the goals we have set for next year as we “Make Firm our Foundation”  include:  

 Building on our model of exceptional worship  
 Increasing the number of children, youth and adults involved in 

regular study of scripture  
 Innovating our Senior High youth ministry through participation 

in the Log College Project with Princeton Seminary  
 Engaging in a Planning Study to address our facility needs 



 

 

 Challenging every member of the Abiding Presence faith family 
to service both inside and outside of the church  

 Looking for ways to serve as a resource and model to the larger 
church 

 
We have big plans for equipping Abiding Presence to be the church for the next 40 years 
and beyond. Once again, our plans will lead us to present to the congregation an        
ambitious budget for the coming year. We are looking to increase our budget by 
$60,000, or just over $1,154 per week. In prior years we have always reached our 
financial goal with the support of our entire congregation. Reaching this year’s goal is 

again going to take an intentional              
commitment from each and every one of us.   
 
When you submit your statement of intent, 
you demonstrate that you are intentional 
about giving, and when we all take this step, 
we can do so much more ministry together. 
Someone might say that they cannot make a 
$200 gift, but they can do $1 per day for the 

year ($365!). At the same time someone else might say that they cannot increase their 
giving by $1,154 next year, but they could increase their giving $20 per week. 
 
My husband, Ben, and I feel blessed to be raising our daughters  in the Abiding Presence 
faith family. Each and every day we see our faith family at work creating opportunities to 
share God’s love and build relationships with one another. As a sign of your  
commitment and enthusiasm to what God is doing in our midst, I invite you to join us in 
increasing your weekly giving. Ben and I are prayerfully considering what the next step is 
on our generosity journey, and we hope you are, too.  
 
As you read through the pages of this book, I hope you will be filled with the same ex-
citement and gratitude for what God is doing here as I am. The last stanza of “How Firm 
a Foundation” begins, “Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove my sovereign, 
eternal, unchangeable love…” Together, I pray, we are making firm a foundation so that 
the community of Abiding Presence throughout the generations may proclaim and bear 
witness to God’s sovereign, eternal and unchangeable love here in Burke…and beyond.  
 
Thank you for allowing me the joy of journeying alongside you as your Senior Pastor. I 
cannot wait to see what our next year of ministry together brings.  
 
Yours in Christ, 

 
Rev. Meredith Lovell 
Keseley 
Senior Pastor 
 

How firm a foundation, 
 O saints of the Lord,  
is laid for your faith  

in Christ Jesus, the Word!  



 

 

Connecting People to Christ  
through Community 

for 40 years and beyond 
 

40th Anniversary Celebration 
 
Happy Anniversary, Abiding Presence! The highlight of the year 
was our 40th anniversary celebration on Pentecost Sunday, 
May 20. Nearly 400 members and friends of the congregation 
gathered to give thanks to God for all that we have built and 
look forward to where God is calling next.  



 

 

Writing on the occasion of Abiding 
Presence’s 40th Anniversary: 
 
Our family feels so very blessed to 
have been part of the Abiding 
Presence family, who along with 
the faithful seven families, who 
would not give up, and agree to the 
closing of Abiding Presence in 
1980. All of us that have been 
blessed to be members of Abiding 
Presence, and the hundreds that 
will call this congregation their 
church home, in the future, let us 
always remember and give thanks to 
God, for these faithful first few 
families who would not give up 
their shared vision of God’s call to 
them, to be a Lutheran witness of 
love and grace in this community. 
In many ways we all stand on their 
shoulders.  

REV. BOB BEAVER 
MISSION DEVELOPER OF 

ABIDING PRESENCE 



 

 

Connecting People to 
Christ  

through Community 
 

2018 
Connecting To 

Christ 
 
Last year we launched a three year vision 
around the theme “Connecting People to 
Christ through Community.” Here’s a look at 
what we’ve been up to this year as we have 
lived out the first year of that vision—
Connecting to Christ.  
 

Cultivate Worship Life  
Worship is at the heart of what we do as a 
congregation. Everything else that happens in 
the church and in our lives throughout the 
week flows out of our gathering together each 
weekend around Word and Sacrament. 
As  such, one of our priorities for the year was 
to cultivate our worship life.  
 
Our average weekly worship attendance in-
creased to approximately 284 people, which is 
up from 272 people last year.  
 
The definition of the 
word “liturgy” means 
“work of the people” 
and we want to involve 
as many people in  
worship leadership 
roles as possible. Our 
goal for the past year 
was to see at 136  
people in leadership 
roles as musicians, 
worship assistants or 

I see worship as an activity and the 
more possibilities for being part of 
the process allows me to grow in 
my faith. When I was invited to the 
meeting with Pastor Heidi to 
consider being an Assisting Minister  
during the service I was curious as 
to what the new participation 
would be. As lay members of the 
congregation we already have many 
opportunities - musicians, singers, 
readers, communion assistants, 
ushers, acolytes, and others for 
special services. Assisting with 
leading the liturgy offers me a new 
experience in worship. I can 
express my faith with confidence in 
the grace of God as a member of the 
team. I see being an Assisting 
Minister as another way to 
contribute to our community of 
faith for myself and also for others 
as they enjoy the experience of 
assisting with worship. 

DUKE TAYLOR 
ASSISTING MINISTER 



 

 

working behind the scenes as part of our altar guild team. 
We far exceeded that goal with over 200 people involved in 
worship leadership this past year!   
 
One of the new ministries we launched was Assisting Minis-
ters at our Sunday services. Assisting Ministers are adults 
and/or confirmed youth who lead the congregation in the 
prayers of the church, the offertory prayer and assist with 
communion. They represent the whole congregation when 
they stand behind the altar to pray. We’re delighted to have 

17 people so far who have 
stepped forward to serve in this way.  
 
As we look forward, we will seek to maintain excel-
lence in all of our worship opportunities, knowing 
that the Holy Spirit is continually stirring in our 
midst and calling us to offer our best in worship 
and praise to God.  

Thanks again for allowing God to use you to 
be blessing to your brothers and sisters inside 
the body of Christ. It was such a refreshing 
blessing to meet you all yesterday. I have 
been telling everyone about the love you all 
showed us and God only knows how it has 
warmed my heart. I will continue to pray for 
you all as a ministry, I know God has Great 
work for you all to do!  

TRUE 
FREEDOM 
CHURCH 
RECIPIENTS 

OF OUR 
SANCTUARY 

CHAIRS 

Learn God’s Story in Our Story   
Learning God’s story in our story is about spending time dwelling in God’s word so 
that it challenges and changes us as disciples of Christ. This doesn’t just happen in 
our faith community on Sunday mornings, but throughout the week as groups of 
people of various ages 
gather together.  
Providing opportunities 
for people to learn, study 
and live out God’s word 
was another one of our 
priorities for this past 
year. 
 



 

 

Adult Small Group Ministry 
One of our goals when we 
called Pastor Heidi as our Pas-
tor of Discipleship was to 
launch congregation-wide 
small groups. We provided 
two approximately six-week 
small group experiences this 
past year where groups of 
four to sixteen people met in 
homes or the church for Bible Study, relationship building and prayer. Pastor  
Heidi trained and supported small group leaders through the process. These 
small group experiences are integral to helping our congregation participate in 
the work of Connecting People to Christ through Community as they help us to 
grow as disciples and in relationship with one another. We had a total of 86  
people participate in one or both small groups this past year. We look forward to 
continuing to grow this ministry in the coming year.  

 
Senior High Youth Ministry 
The beginning of the year brought us into a time of 
intentional discernment to listen to how God was 
calling us to expand our ministry with and to senior 
high youth. A group 
of youth and adults 
began meeting 
monthly for Bible 
Study, prayer and 
discernment. The 
experience led us 

to apply to be part of the Log College Project 
Community of Practice through Princeton Semi-
nary. We are thrilled to have been chosen as one 
of 12 congregations from across the country and across denominations to spend 
the next year in a time of continued discernment and learning. Participation in 

Congratulations! Your congregation has been selected to 
participate in the second phase of the Log College Project at 
Princeton Theological Seminary’s Institute for Youth Ministry: 
The Community of Practice. After receiving almost 200 
applications from churches across the country and 53 Community 
Blueprint Submissions, your church stood out to us as a church 
that is both ready to innovate and ready to partner with the the 
IYM as we design a process of innovation for churches. We are 
excited to build with you as we journey together! 

LOG COLLEGE 
PROJECT 

EXCERPT FROM THE  

ACCEPTANCE LETTER 

God has really opened my eyes 
to being inclusive of everyone 
and learning about people’s 

differences and accepting 
them.  

- Matt Glass (College Freshman) 
Youth Gathering Participant 



 

 

the Community of Practice comes with a $15,000 grant 
that will arrive in the Fall of 2019 to grow and innovate 
our youth ministry. It also will enable us to share what 
we learn about innovation with the larger church. We 
cannot wait to see where the journey will lead us!  
 
Meanwhile, thirteen of our Senior High youth and three 
adults experienced God’s story coming to life in their 
story at the ELCA National Youth Gathering in Houston 
over the summer. This tri-annual gathering of 30,000 
Lutheran high school youth offered the opportunity for 
worship, Bible Study, service and – of course – a lot of 
fun, too. Gathered around the theme “This Changes 

Everything” our youth experienced how God’s love for us and the world really 
does change everything.  
 
Christian Education 
We have seen an increase in the number of children 
and families participating in our midweek ministry 
for preschool and elementary school youth. We  
responded by revamping two of our Christian  
Education ministries.   
 
First, we are experimenting with a new model of 
confirmation for our 15 first year confirmation youth 

and families. 
This model  
continues the emphasis on participation in 
worship and Sunday School while shifting the 
midweek component to include two monthly 
small group experiences instead of weekly 
classes on Wednesday nights.  
 
Second, we reinvented our model of an  
elementary school youth group on  

Wednesday nights to respond to the growing number of kids participating.  
Instead of one youth group for all the kids, we moved to a rotation model where 
the one group was split into three groups that rotate through Vacation Bible 
School style stations. This new model allows us to grow in the number of kids who 

can be involved each 
week. It also incorpo-
rates our senior high 
youth as teachers, 
leaders and role  
models who will be 
working with the ele-
mentary school youth.  

My favorite part that us 
five girls that went we 

weren’t really that close 
when we went, but by 
the end…we became 

that good of friends...I 
liked really getting close 

with them. 
- Peyton Davis (11th Grade) 

Youth Gathering 
Participant 



 

 

Abiding Presence  
Community Center 
Living into our mission of Connecting 
People to Christ through Community, 
we have continued to open our doors 
during the week to those in the  
Community. 

 
We are grateful for Kim VanPelt’s willingness to 
serve as our volunteer greeter Monday through 
Thursday mornings. Kim is the face of Abiding  
Presence for all those who walk through our doors. 
She opens doors, offers directions and makes  
connections with people who come to the church 
during the week for whatever reason. Having a 
weekday greeter is one of the key features of what 
makes our community center a ministry.  
 
Inquisiminds, an organization that offers home-
school and after school classes for K-12 students, 
began renting space. Members of the church are 
connected with Inquisiminds as students and 
teachers. The group uses classrooms during the 

day that would otherwise sit empty. 
 
We brought Danny Chiquillo on board as an  
assistant to our Facilities Manager. Danny works 
on Saturday mornings to clean the sanctuary and 
narthex for worship and on Wednesdays to  
prepare the facility for Wednesday Night  
Gathering. As our facility is used more, we must 
respond by increasing our office and facilities 

LIESEL 
GOLDEN 
INQUISIMINDS 

DIRECTOR 

Without Abiding Presence there would be no 
Inquisiminds! The flexibility in space and rent has been 
incredible and made the dream to offer affordable 
classes a reality. In just the first quarter, we are serving 
over 80 students by offering over 30 classes for 
homeschool and public school students from all over 
the area. I have been thanked by many parents for 
filling this need as they have searched for options like 
this for their children and were unable to find them.  

I really like doing this because 
I think it’s meant for me. It 

lets me live out my faith and 
serve in a way the church 
needs and I can respond.  

- Kim VanPelt 
Volunteer Weekday Greeter 



 

 

It has been rare, in my personal 
experience, to find a church that is 
actively involved in supporting their 
community. So when we came to 
Abiding Presence, I was really 
excited about the several ministries 
that provided an opportunity to 
participate in making a positive 
impact locally. I chose to get 
involved with the food pantry 
because it meets an immediate need 
and impacts not just individuals, but 
families and children. It is hard to 
believe that hunger is still an issue 
in this country, and more 
specifically in such a prosperous 
area, but it’s encouraging to know 
that it isn’t a problem that is being 
ignored by our church family. I 
enjoy being a part of the continuing 
efforts to provide this vital service 
to our neighbors.     

KAIT SUSAN 
PANTRY VOLUNTEER 

staff to support our community center model 
of ministry. 
 
Practically speaking, we updated our Facilities 
Use Policy to better reflect our vision of  
seeing our building as a weekday community 
center. This policy guides our decision  
making when groups approach us to use 
space. It also creates helpful structure for 
working with outside groups.  
 
Over and over again, we see our community 
center model of ministry actually connecting 
people to Christ. People are walking in the 
doors of the church for the first time for a 
weekday activity and then coming back for 
worship, youth groups or Sunday School.  

Food  
Ministry 
This year we set 
out to discern 
how God was 
calling us  to  
expand our 
food ministry. 

God spoke loudly and clearly in an email 
message from a PTA representative from our 
Children’s Weekend Food Program school. 
The PTA wanted to find a way to support 
their students’ food needs over the summer. 
Together, we launched the summer “pop-up 
pantry” in the elementary school parking lot.  
 
That “pop-up pantry” has now become a 
Neighborhood Pantry that is located once a 
month at the West Springfield Terrace  
Apartments. Members of Abiding Presence 
pack up food from the church food pantry, 
take it over to the apartment building parking 
lot and set up a pantry for residents and  
others in the community. It has been a great 
way for the congregation to meet people 
where they provide convenient and “no  
questions asked” food assistance.  



 

 

Abiding Presence Serves  
by the Numbers 

2018 
 

 641 people, represented by 176 shoppers, fed 

through the Abiding Presence Food Pantry and 

Neighborhood Pantry 

 1,136 weekend meal bags distributed through the Children’s Weekend Meal 

Program 

 4 meals provided for the residents of the Carpenter’s Shelter 

 25 Thanksgiving Baskets to ECHO clients 

 More than 240 bags of food for ECHO (in addition to donations made by  

members) 

 70 quilts for Lutheran World Relief 

 90 pints of blood for a total of 270 lives saved through the Red Cross Blood 

Drive 

 32 CROP Walk Walkers (in 2017 with the 2018 walk coming in November) 

 $1,427 collected and distributed through Noisy Offering 

 12 walkers and $1,000 raised for the National Alliance of Mental Illness (NAMI) 

 17 members of the Abiding Presence Mission Team to the Dominican Republic 

 25 English as a Second Language (ESL) students taught by 4 volunteers 

 6 packed carloads of diapers collected for the DC Diaper Bank 



 

 

Connecting People to Christ  
through Community 

 

Next Steps in our Three Year Vision 
 
Having completed the first year of our three year vision, we are looking ahead to 
what is to come in 2019 and 2020. We have continued to discern, listen and 
dream about God’s vision for our congregation.  

 
2019: Making Firm the Foundation   

 Making Firm the Foundation of our Worship Life 
 Making Firm our Living Out of God’s Story in our Story  
 Making Firm our Facility Care 
 Making Firm our Commitment to Every Member Serving  
 

2020: Engaging People  
in the Community  

 Launch a 4th Weekly Worship Service  
 Love God’s Story in Our Story 

 Grow in our understanding of discipleship as we: 
 Create neighborhood Small Groups hosted by    

church members for their neighbors   
 Equip our people with the tools they need to deliver 

God’s Word in the world 
 Expand the Congregational and Community Resources 

Offered through our 
Weekday Community 
Center 

 Embrace being a 
Teaching Church and 
Resource for the Larger 
Church 

 Launch an additional 
“church based” service 
ministry  



 

 

Connecting People to Christ  
through Community 

 

2019 
Making Firm the Foundation 

 

Making Firm the Foundation of our Worship Life 
Exceptional worship is a core value of 
the Abiding Presence faith community. 
Having spent the past year cultivating 
our worship life, we are now in a posi-
tion to both grow and share our  
exceptional worship experience with 
others. This will provide us with the 
foundation from which we can further 
discern how God might be calling us to 
expand our worship life to reach more 
people in our community.   
 
Right now we feel called to continue building and growing our three existing 
weekly services, making sure that we are offering our best to God each week. We 
will continue to cultivate our worship life by increasing the number of people who 
both worship regularly and are involved in worship leadership. We especially 
want to give special care to increasing the number of families who serve as  
worship leaders together and older children and youth who serve with mentors. 
As we move forward, we will continue to discern the possibility of a 4th weekly 
worship service.  
 
More than just cultivating our own worship life, though, we hear God calling us to 
support other churches as they seek to cultivate their worship life. Abiding  
Presence embraced the identity of being a teaching church as an internship  
congregation. Next we will seek to be a teaching church by sharing sermon series 

ideas and some of our contemporary 
worship resources with other churches 
through our website. It will be a step  
toward exploring how we might support 
the work of the larger church as a  
teaching/mentoring church.  
  
In our fast-paced world, we hear the call 
to offer people the space to experience 
Sabbath rest. Adding a quarterly  



 

 

Our family first joined AP in the 
Fall of 2012 and had the joy of 
participating in choirs, youth groups 
and musicals during our 3-year 
Army posting to the NGA on North 
Fort Belvoir. To say that we have 
been counting down to our return 
to AP following a 3-year posting to 
Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri, 
would not be an exaggeration. We 
have had the joy of participating in 
many different congregations 
throughout various moves and have 
loved many of them, both Catholic 
and Lutheran, but none have meant 
so much to our family as a whole as 
Abiding Presence. We are in the 
process of retiring to Northern 
Virginia and our return to AP has 
been nothing less than stellar. We 
have enjoyed reconnecting with 
previous friends and are already 
making new ones. Our daughters 
are already involved in new 
activities such as confirmation, 
youth band and serving as acolytes. 
We could not be happier to be back 
at Abiding Presence; we could not 
be happier to be home. 

contemplative adult worship service will  
allow us to answer that call. This service will 
provide a space for silent reflection and 
prayer practices to which our regular  
services doesn’t often lend themselves. It will 
be geared both toward those in the  
congregation who are interested in this kind 
of worship opportunity and those in the  

larger 
commu-
nity 
seeking 
a way to 
connect 
with 
God out-
side of 
Sundays.   

KIMBERLY 
SYMOLON 

Making Firm our  
Living Out of God’s Story 
in Our Story 
God’s story is not just limited to the pages of 
Holy Scripture. God’s story is our story, too, 
lived out in our experiences and relationship. 
Having spent the past year focusing on 
dwelling in God’s word and learning God’s 
story, we will 
now turn our 
focus to living 
out God’s sto-
ry in our daily 
lives. We want 
to equip each 
person with 
tools, experi-
ences and re-
lationships to 
take the next 
step in their 
discipleship 
journey. This 
will help us to 
build a firm 



 

 

MOPS totally changed my life as a mom. It 
gave me resources in friends, moms who 
have been there, a social outlet, and a place 
that helps teach my boys how to function 
away from mommy. The community that’s 
created among these women is like no other 
I’ve come across-truly amazing! DEBBIE COCKEY 

MOPS  CO-LEADER & MOM 

faith foundation in order to 
prepare us to share God’s 
story with our neighbors in 
2020. 
 
Adult Small Groups 
Building on the success of 
the congregation-wide small 
groups launched last year, 
we plan to increase both the number of people involved in them and the number 
of groups that are offered. As an additional way to help people experience Sab-
bath rest, we are creating an adult spirituality group that will be led by a trained 
spiritual director to help people explore various spiritual gifts and disciplines. Our 

goal is that by the end of the year, at least 
55% of our average worship attendance will 
have participated in a small group ministry. 
 
Senior High Youth Ministry 
The Log College Project through Princeton 
Seminary has selected our congregation as 
one of only 12 in the nation for a special grant 
to support our senior high youth. We are  
excited to see where the Holy Spirit and our 
participation in the Community of Practice 
leads us. 

We will be inviting the congregation to discern 
along the way with the congregational Design 
Team as we develop this program. 
 
We have established a new ministry specifical-
ly geared toward our 11th graders called the 
“Launch Team.” Led by Craig Fraedrich, the 
“Launch Team” will gather our 11th graders  
into a small group for Bible Study, prayer and 
discussion about the transition to young adult-



 

 

hood. Further, the “Launch Team” will participate 
as part of the Abiding Presence mission team to 
the Dominican Republic.  
 
Children’s Ministry 
Having seen a significant increase in the number 
of children involved in Sunday School and mid-

week youth 
groups, we will 
spend this year 
looking at ways to make our children’s ministry 
scalable for growth. We will focus on identifying 
the volunteers, procedures and curriculum mod-
el we need to have in place in order to provide a 
high quality Christian education experience on 
Sundays and throughout the week. Knowing that 
it is just as important for children to catch the 
faith as it is to be taught it, we will look for ways 
to provide tangible and intentional experiences 

for children to live out their faith. Having started this fall to involve Senior High 
youth in the leadership of our Wednesday night elementary school youth group, 
we will continue to explore ways for our senior high youth to serve as faith role 
models for our children.  

I really love connecting with 
the kid. They are are just so 
fun and ready to learn every 

class. I also really enjoy seeing 
them grow in their faith 

throughout our weeks 
together. 

- Ally Tingen (11th Grade) 

MOPS has made a difference in my life in 
connecting me with a great group of women, 
searching to live out their faith at Abiding Presence 
and at other churches as well. I see it making a 
difference in the community by being a safe and 
welcoming space for mothers in all stages of 
"mothering." It provides support, conversation, 
fabulous childcare, and warm community. 

KIMBERLY  
REDELSHEIMER  
MOPS  CO-LEADER & 

MENTOR MOM 

I like teaching the elementary 
school youth group because I 

get to  teach them about 
Jesus’ love. Teaching them 

helps me to grow in my 
relationship with God, too. 
- Erica Maaseide (11th Grade) 



 

 

Making Firm  
Our Facility Care 
As a growing church, it has become 
apparent that our facility has  
become a limiting factor to expand-
ing our ministry and outreach to the 
community. We still have plenty of 
room in the sanctuary (although we 
might need to order a few more 
chairs!). The rest of the building, 
however, has the wonderful chal-

lenge of 
bursting 
at the seams. We are especially lacking large  
classrooms, storage and office space. Firming up our 
facility will allow us to continue to respond to God’s 
bold vision for our faith community.   
 
A key component of 
firming up our facility 
will be engaging an 
architect in a  
planning study of the 
facility. This process 
will involve establish-
ing a facility use  
committee, writing 
an RFP, interviewing architects and then spending 4-5 
months engaged in the actual planning study.  

 
As our weekday community center continues to take shape, we will begin explor-
ing what kinds of health and wellness resources 

we might offer. We 
will also become 
more intentional 
about how we  
connect people to 
Christ through our 
Abiding Presence 
Community Center. 
We want to provide a 
welcoming space that 
makes clear to people 
who we are and what 
we are about as a 

faith community.  

xx 

A note from  one of our  
MOPS families  



 

 

Making Firm our Commitment 
to Every Member Serving    
Instead of simply involving members in  
occasional service projects, we want service to 
be a way of life for our faith community. The 
goal will be for every person in our faith family 
to serve in at least one way both inside the 
congregation and on behalf of the congrega-
tion in the community. Making service a way 
of life for our faith community will create a 
foundation from 
which we can then 
launch an  
additional congre-
gation based  
community service 
in 2020.  
 
To meet the goal 
of “Every Member 
Serves…Literally!”, we will provide “Time and 
Talent” commitment cards in February to each 
person asking them to indicate how they 
would like to serve in the coming year. 
Throughout the year, we will revisit this  
commitment as part of what it means to both 
follow Jesus and be part of a faith family. 
Through preaching, teaching and small group 
conversations we will equip people to look at 
all that they do during the week through the 
lens of being a disciple of Jesus. At the end of 
the year, we will follow up to see if we met our 
goal of “Every Member Serves!”  

Luke’s Gospel in chapter 12 states 
that “from everyone to whom much 
has been given, much will be 
required; and from the one to 
whom much has been entrusted, 
even more will be demanded.” 
Although I do not consider myself 
wealthy, I do consider myself 
extremely blessed – I have a 
supportive and loving family and 
friends, relatively good health and 
well-being and, more importantly, I 
have time to give. Because I have 
time, I volunteer at ECHO and the 
Shepherd’s Center of Fairfax Burke 
(SCFB) to assist those in our 
community that are struggling to 
make ends meet and place food on 
their tables or are struggling to 
meet the challenges of growing old 
within a fast-paced and changing 
society. Whether providing medical 
rides and other services for those 
who no longer can drive or stocking 
the ECHO food pantry, my time 
helping others endure is the most 
rewarding work I have ever done.   

STEVE PARK 



 

 

Making Firm the Foundation 
 

Here is a bar graph which displays two charts of our giving. One bar shows how 
many gifts are currently being given at the individual weekly amounts. The other 
bar shows how many gifts are needed in these levels to reach our goal.   
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