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Abiding Presence Lutheran Church 

Burke, VA   
Proclaiming the good news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ   

to the community and to the world 

 

 
 
 

Please see page 6 for more information. 

 Stewardship Celebration Weekend is November 17-18 

 Making Firm the Foundation of our Worship Life 
 Making Firm our Living Out of God’s Story in Our Story 
 Making Firm Our Facility Care 
 Making Firm our Commitment to Every Member Serving 

Please see pages 4-5 for more information. 
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Dear Members and Friends of Abiding Presence,  

 

Happy fall! The weather has finally turned cold, the leaves 

are falling from the trees and you can find just about every-

thing in pumpkin spice flavor. It's my favorite season of the 

year.  

 

Fall also brings stewardship season to Abiding Presence. It's the season in which we celebrate 

where we have been and where we hear God calling us as we head into the new year. This, too, is 

my favorite season of the year. I love the process of discerning and dreaming about our life to-

gether as a congregation. God never ceases to surprise me when I look back at what we have 

been able to do together. I'll be honest, there's always a bit of trepidation, as well, as God's bold 

vision takes shape and I wonder, "Can we really do this?" Yet, year after year the people of Abid-

ing Presence say, "YES! Yes, we can do this together!"  

 

I was recently talking with a colleague who asked me, "Do you still feel called to Abiding Pres-

ence?" "ABSOLUTELY!" came my reply, so quick and enthusiastic that I think he was a bit taken 

aback. There is so much that excites me about what God is calling us to do and be as the faith fami-

ly of Abiding Presence. I see the impact Abiding Presence is making on our Burke community and 

in the lives of the people here. The Log College Project Grant and the opportunity to help create a 

model for congregational innovation is a phenomenal opportunity for Abiding Presence. I cannot 

wait to see the end result. Wrestling with how to best care for our facility for the sake of the con-

gregation and community is one of the best challenges a church can face. We have a clear plan as 

to how to best face this challenge and I look forward to engaging in a planning study next year. 

These are not only exciting times for us as a church, but they are sacred times as we get to work 

"Making Firm the Foundation" for today and for the future.   

 

I hope this stewardship season offers you, too, the opportunity to get excited about our future to-

gether. Be on the lookout at worship this weekend to pick up your copy of this year's Stewardship 

Book that tells the story of where we have been and where we are going. Take a few moments dur-

ing the week to read through it. Be surprised by all we have been able to do together. Be enthusi-

astic about the possibilities before us. Be committed to doing your part to make our vision of 

"Making Firm the Foundation" a reality. Are you called to be part of the Abiding Presence faith 

family? I hope you, too, are offering an enthusiastic, "ABSOLUTELY!"  

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Keseley  
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Dear Abiding Presence Friends & Family, 

 

Christmas will soon be upon us, which may fill some of you with excitement as you contemplate all 

the joyous festivities, your favorite holiday movies and traditions. It may fill some of you with dread 

as you think about all the shopping, baking, cooking, and gift-wrapping on your to-do list. Mention 

Christmas and these are the first things that come to mind for many of us. But should they? 

 

I mean, Christmas is about God coming to earth in Jesus; that’s the focus right? Shouldn’t our celebra-

tions at Christmas be a preview for us of God’s Kingdom, of how God changed the world in the most 

unexpected places, people and ways? Do our frenzied shopping and schedules reveal a glimpse of 

God or get in the way? 

 

The authors of The Advent Conspiracy state that “The first Christmas really did forever change the 

world.  But also consider the possibility that the way we celebrate the birth of Jesus can also 

change the world.”1   

 

How do our lives during the holidays give a preview of God’s Kingdom to us and to the world? Do 

our priorities, our schedules and our activities give ourselves and others a glimpse of God’s love and 

compassion, especially for the vulnerable, poor and marginalized?   

 

These questions challenge me and I suspect 

they may challenge you too. I invite you to 

join me this Advent and Christmas season 

in letting God turn our Christmas upside 

down. Let’s prioritize spending more of 

our time and money in ways that make of 

us a preview of God’s Kingdom: worship-

ping more than we shop, giving the gift of 

our presence more than presents. God is 

still changing the world. And we’re invited 

to be a part! Thanks be to God! 

 

Peace and Blessings,  

 

Rev. Heidi Eickstadt 

Pastor for Discipleship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1McKinley, Rick and Chris Seay. Advent Conspiracy: Can Christmas Still Change the World? Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 160. 

A Note from Pastor Heidi 
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As we look ahead to 2019, we are excited to hear God calling us for focus on “Making Firm the Foun-

dation” as we continue the work of Connecting People to Christ through Community. Here’s a snapshot 

of the vision and priorities for the coming year. Watch your email or postal mail over the next few 

weeks for more information about your invitation to make a financial commitment to be part of grow-

ing our ministry next year.  

 

Making Firm the Foundation of our Worship Life 
Exceptional worship is a core value of the Abiding Presence faith community. Everything we do as a 

faith community flows out of our weekly worship services.   

 

We feel called to continue building and growing our three existing weekly services by: 

Increasing our average worship attendance to 290 people each week  

Increasing the number of people involved in worship leadership 

Discerning the possibility of a 4th weekly worship service 

 

More than just cultivating our own worship life, though, we hear God calling us to support other 

churches as they seek to cultivate their worship life by: 

Embracing our identity as a teaching church  

Sharing worship resources with other congregations through our website  

Exploring how we might support the work of the larger church through teaching/mentoring op-

portunities for seminarians, clergy and other churches 

  

In our fast-paced world, we hear the call this year to offer people the space to experience Sabbath 

rest by: 

Adding a quarterly contemplative adult worship service  
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 Making Firm our Living Out of God’s Story in Our Story 
God’s story is not just limited to the pages of Holy Scripture. God’s story is our story, too, lived out in our 

experiences and relationship. We want to equip each person with tools, experiences and relationships 

to take the next step in their discipleship journey. 

 

Adult Small Groups 

Increase the number of people involved in congregation-wide adult small group experiences  

Create an adult spirituality group that will be led by a trained spiritual director to help people ex-

plore various spiritual gifts and discipline 

 

Senior High Youth Ministry 

Discern the “next big thing” for our ministry to and with senior high youth through our participation 

in the “Community of Practice” with the Log College Project of Princeton Seminary 

Establish a new ministry specifically geared toward 11th graders  

Children’s Ministry 

Explore how to make our children’s ministry scalable for growth  

Provide tangible and intentional experiences for children to live out their faith 

Explore ways for our senior high youth to serve as faith role models for our children and continue 

equipping them to lead our elementary school youth groups  

 

Making Firm Our Facility Care 
As a growing church, it has become apparent that our facility has become a limiting factor to expanding 

our ministry and outreach to the community.  

 

Firming up our facility will allow us to continue to respond to God’s bold vision for our faith community. 

We will take the following steps this year: 

Engage an architect in a planning study of the facility  

Explore health and wellness resources that might be offered to the congregation and community dur-

ing the week  

Be intentional about how we connect people to Christ through our Abiding Presence Community 

Center  

 

Making Firm our Commitment to Every Member Serving    
Instead of simply involving members in occasional service projects, we want service to be a way of life 

for our faith community. The goal will be for every person in our faith family to serve in at least one way, 

both inside the congregation and on behalf of the congregation in the community.  

 

To meet the goal of “Every Member Serves…Literally!”, we will: 

Provide “Time and Talent” commitment cards in February to each person, asking them to indicate 

how they plan to serve in the coming year, and follow up at the end of the year to see how we 

have done achieving our goal of “Every Member Serves!”  

Equip people to look at all that they do during the week through the lens of being a disciple of Jesus 

through preaching, teaching and small group conversations 
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November Worship Dates to Remember 
 

Nov. 17-18  Stewardship Celebration Weekend 

  We will celebrate the statements of intent we have received to enable our 2019 vision of 

  "Making Firm the Foundation" 

Nov. 21 Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service at 8:00 PM  

  Temple B'nai Shalom will host our annual joint Thanksgiving Eve worship service this  

  year. The service will be on Wednesday, Nov. 21 at 8:00 PM, and will feature special  

  music by joint choirs and musical groups from both congregations. Pastor Keseley will 

  bring the message. Temple B'nai Shalom is located at 7612 Old Ox Road in Fairfax Sta-

  tion. A reception will follow the service. Everyone is invited! 

 
Special Weekend Services During Advent  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dec. 16 Children's Christmas Program 

  Sunday at 8:45 AM 

  Watch for more information to come. 

Dec. 23 One Service of Holy Communion at 10:00 AM (Cantata on Saturday at 6:00 PM) 
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Dec. 5 Blue Christmas Service 

  Wednesday, Dec. 5 at 7:00 PM 

We invite you to gather with us on Wednesday, 

Dec. 5 at 7:00 PM for a time of quiet re-  

flection and stillness with God and each other. 

We realize that not everyone is filled with 

"holiday cheer" this time of year. Illness, death, 

the loss of a job, a change in family traditions 

and lots of other things can leave us struggling. 

This service recognizes what can be hard 

about the holidays and offers the opportunity for healing and hope. The service will be about 45 

minutes and will include Holy Communion. Childcare will be provided. 

Christmas Eve Worship Service Schedule — Monday, Dec. 24 

4:00 PM — Children's Worship Service with Christmas Carols, Dramatic Re-telling of the Christmas 

Story, Lighting of Candles and Holy Communion  

6:00 PM — Family Worship Service with Christmas Carols, Reading of the Christmas Story, Sermon, 

Lighting of Candles and Holy Communion  

8:00 PM — Candlelight Worship Service with Christmas Carols, Reading of the Christmas Story, 

Sermon, Lighting of Candles and Holy Communion 

A professionally staffed nursery will be available at the 4:00 and 6:00 PM services.  

 

Dec. 30 

Sunday at 10:00 AM — One Service of Holy Communion (No Saturday Vespers Service)  
 

 

 

Children's choir is off to a great start!                     
I am so excited that so many children are able to 

participate in singing joyful songs for our Lord! Here 

are a few notes and dates to put on your calendar. 

 There will be no Children's Choirs on October 

24 (Trunk or Treat night) or October 31 

(Halloween). 

 The children will have the privilege of singing 

at the Thanksgiving Eve service, November 

21, at Temple B'Nai Shalom. They will sing with the children's choir from the Temple. It's 

always a fun, meaningful night. 

 The children will present a Christmas Musical on Sunday, December 16 at the 8:45 ser-

vice. More info to come. They will also be invited to sing at one of the Christmas Eve ser-

vices. 

As always, if you have any questions, please let me know. 

Ms. Lori  
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WORSHIP NOTES 
We owe a BIG thank you to Alissa Salamone, who has done a fantastic job these past couple months 

volunteering her time as our Worship Assistant Coordinator for our Sunday morning services; we are 

truly blessed to have someone with her organizational skills keeping track of so much scheduling! We 

are always looking for folks who want to serve in these important roles, including but not limited to: Ac-

olytes/Crucifers, Altar Guild, Communion Assistant, Greeter, Lay Reader, Nursery, Usher, Washing 

Communion Ware, and more, as well as our new Assisting Ministers. If you're interested in signing up, 

visit AbidingPresence.net/worshipassistants and tap the "I'M READY TO SERVE" button, or contact the 

church office and we will connect you with the person who schedules that particular team. 

 

Can you believe it's going to be Thanksgiving and Christmas 

before we know it? Even if you don't normally participate in any 

of our music groups, this is a great time to join seasonally! Con-

tact me (dave@abidingpresence.net) or call the church office 

for more information, or just show up for one of our regular 

weekly rehearsals. The best way to get involved in any of 

these special services is simply to start coming to the en-

semble's regular rehearsals! Upcoming special opportunities 

which are open for participation include: 

 

o Thanksgiving Eve service at Temple B'nai Shalom on the evening of Wednesday, Nov. 21 (Adult 

Choir, Brass, Youth Band, Youth Choir, and Children's Choirs) 

o Advent Evensong at worship on Saturday, Dec. 15 at 6:00 PM (Adult Choir and Handbells) 

o Christmas Drama at worship on Sunday, Dec. 16 at 8:45 AM (Children's Choirs, Youth Band, Youth 

Choir) 

o Christmas Eve Worship on Monday, Dec. 24 (All Ensembles!) 

 

Other Volunteer Opportunities: 

o Equipment Storage & Organization (also sorting & cleanup) – as our ministries expand, we're 

constantly needing to use our space more efficiently. These ministries require plenty of physical 

assets, from musical instruments to costumes to sheet music to electronics and more, and many of 

those assets need to be carefully stored to maintain them when not in use. If you are the kind of per-

son who gets really excited about a visit to The Container Store or the shelving aisles in IKEA and 

would like to volunteer a few hours of your time, please contact me (Dave)! 

o We are also in need of additional librarian help for organizing paper and digital sheet music for 

our instrumental ensembles. If you love spreadsheets, file folders, and three ring binders, and 

you'd be up for giving a few hours of your time on a one-time or ongoing basis, this is the oppor-

tunity for you. Kathy Schmiesing has done a phenomenal job as our adult choir librarian, and as 

our other ensembles expand, we're in need of more great volunteers! 

o Tech Team – we're looking for a few people who love technology to join our audio-visual tech team 

at any or all of our regular weekend worship services. Volunteers will receive training and serve on 

average about once every three to four weeks. If you love audio and video recording, computers, 

live sound, or music technology, this is a great way to serve the church behind the scenes! 

As always, I'm appreciative of what a great church family you all are. If you have questions or want to 

get involved in any way, don't hesitate to contact me at dave@abidingpresence.net, or just call the 

church office or find me after worship. It's a privilege to serve God and our community together with 

you. 

Dave Chávez 

 

mailto:dave@abidingpresence.net
mailto:dave@abidingpresence.net
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Sunday School Update 

Sunday School is off and running! We have 

an average of 100 children and youth who 

show up each week for Sunday School, rang-

ing from preschool through Senior High. 

They meet in classrooms, library, and Pastor 

Keseley's office with our 22 Sunday School 

teachers, Confirmation mentors, and Senior 

High leaders. It is a joy and blessing to wit-

ness so many young minds learning about 

Christ from passionate volunteers who enjoy 

teaching our youth!   

Mainly Music 

Mainly Music will take a short break for the 

first few weeks of November but we will be 

back on November 27. We will also have 

class December 4 and 11 and then be back 

in January to start our winter schedule. Class 

is still just $5 per family or $40 for a ten-class 

punchcard that never expires. 

 

Our MOPS ministry is in full force serving 42 moms and 37 

kids this year.  In keeping with our theme of “Finding Your 

Fire”, we had a wonderful session on what faith formation in 

our families looks like, and discovered some tangible ways 

to bless our babies as they go into the world everyday.  We 

program activities to ignite the fun in being together, build-

ing a community of moms.  We have future meetings 

planned to learn more about how to keep our kids safe while 

navigating a technology heavy world, support ECHO’s mis-

sion by collecting food for their Thanksgiving baskets and 

donating kids’ items weekly, filling gift bags to support 

moms who have recently experienced infant loss through 

INOVA’s NICU, and celebrating with a holiday party and 

singalong before Christmas.  We schedule play dates and 

moms’ nights out for members to give them the opportunity 

to connect, develop an incredibly important support system, 

and grow in our faith. 
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We Wish to Say  

"Thank You" to: 
This month we would like to thank the follow-

ing people for their recent service to AP: 

 Ralph Barthold, Joel Cooley, Debbie Da-

vis, Roger Eisenger, Natalie & Hannah 

Franke, Judy Heusmann, Ivan & Kathryn 

Ives, Karl Kunc, Melody Light, Ed & Sha-

ron Linz, Susan McClean, Pam & Steve 

Park, Bob Vitter for helping with Church 

Cleanup Week during the last week of 

August 
 Jon McMaster for his continued service as 

coordinator of our Mainly Music ministry. 
 Jane Curtis for again coordinating Abid-

ing Presence's participation in the annual 

CROP Walk. 
 

 

See www.fairtradewinds.net for more infor-

mation. 

Don’t forget to set 

your clocks back one 

hour before you go to 

bed on Saturday, No-

vember 3. 

Daylight Saving Time 

ends at 2:00 AM on 

Sunday, November 4.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you have a favorite Christmas memory 

that you would be willing to share for this 

year’s Advent devotion booklet? We need 

Advent or Christmas stories to include in 

our 2018 AP Advent Devotions Booklet. 

Christmas Hospitality is the theme, in-

spired by Luke 2:10—And the angel said to 

them, "Fear not, for behold, I bring you 

good news of great joy that will be for all 

the people" and Romans12:11-13—Never 

be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual 

fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in 

hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 

Share with the Lord’s people who are in 

need. Practice hospitality.      

Please email your paragraph or one page 

story to Kathi (kathi@abidingpresence.net) 

by Nov. 1. If you have questions, please 

contact Shirley Fuelling, Lynne Linder, Kathi 

Schultz, or Kris Vick. There is a copy of last 

year’s devotional in the church office for 

your reference.   

mailto:kathi@abidingpresence.net
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 This All Saints' Day we remember... 
                

 

 

 

… and we welcome those who have been baptized  

at Abiding Presence since All Saints' Day last year…. 

 

 

 
 

Synod Reformation Service 
Everyone is invited to the Annual Synod 

Reformation Worship Service at the National 

Cathedral on Sunday, October 28 at 4:00 PM. 

The National Cathedral is located at 3101 

Wisconsin Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20016. 

Parking is available.  

Church Christmas Decorating 
Coordinator Needed 

Pastor Keseley is looking for a volunteer to 

coordinate the church Christmas decorating 

this year. The coordinator would be responsi-

ble for overseeing the decorating on Satur-

day, December 8 beginning at 9:00 AM, and 

the putting away of decorations in early Janu-

ary. The time commitment is minimal, but 

having a volunteer is essential to helping us 

get ready for the Christmas season. If you can 

help, please contact Pastor Keseley.  

 

 

Nathan Jordan 

Bennett Drake 

Gabrielle Drake 

William Hart 

Lucia Porter 

 

Maria Bordon 

Kennedy Grauer 

Jack Susan 

Fiona Cashin 

Ilaria Delich 

Baptisms Scheduled for  

Weekend of 10/27 & 10/28 

Jordan Taylor  

Finn La Pointe 

James Bieret 

On All Saints Sunday, we remember the saints who have gone before us and are part of the great 

cloud of witnesses. This year we would like to create a visual representation of the friends and 

loved ones who gather with us at the Lord’s Table, not just on All Saints Sunday, but every week-

end we worship. You are invited to bring in a picture of your friends and/or loved ones who have 

died. It can be in a frame or not in a frame, any size or shape you wish. Please put your name on it 

so we can be sure to get it back to you. Pictures can be dropped off in the church office anytime 

before November 3, or you can bring them to worship with you the weekend of November 3-4 and 

put them directly on the altar. If you would rather not bring a picture, you can fill out a name card 

with your loved one’s name or email the name for us to fill it out. These name cards will be dis-

played along with the pictures. Pictures and name cards will help all of us experience the power 

of being surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses.  

We will also be reading the names of anyone who has died since last All Saints Sunday. If you have 

a loved one who has died this past year, please email (kathi@abidingpresence.net) the name 

along with their date of death (or approximate date of death). We will read these names aloud in 

worship. Please email all names no later than Wednesday, October 31. 

Bobbie Jean Vann 
August 1, 2018 

Lois Lucille Clifford 
September 19, 2018 

Colin Gray 

Noah Gray 

Theodore Marsh 

Emilia Liptak 

mailto:kathi@abidingpresence.net
mailto:kathi@abidingpresence.net
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Thank You Notes Received by Abiding Presence 

From NAMI Northern Virginia 

Dear Lutheran Church of the Abiding Presence: 

On behalf of NAMI Northern Virginia, I would like to express our sincere appreciation for your re-

cent donation, as we continue to bring a message of hope and awareness to over 9000 Northern 

Virginians annually. Thanks to your generosity, we will continue to serve a growing number of in-

dividuals and family members who want to participate in our classes and support groups. We will 

continue serving those who reach out to our Help Line seeking support, and we will continue to ad-

vocate for expanded mental health services, affordable housing and expanded research.  

Sincerely, 

Jeanne Comeau, President and CEO 

———————————————————————————————— 

From Burke Area CROP Hunger Walk 

Dear Abiding Presence Lutheran Church: 

2017 was an exciting and successful milestone 25th year for our annual local CROP Hunger Walk! 

An amazing outpouring of compassion and generosity from our community faith groups raised 

$32,210, from which ECHO received $7075. Abiding Presence again played a big part in the suc-

cess of the Walk—this year the fourth highest fundraising group. 

Together, our community of faiths will continue to make a difference and change lives. Please plan 

to participate in this year's Walk on Sunday, November 18. What a blessing that Abiding Presence 

has been a key supporter of the Walk for 25 years! 

With sincere gratitude, 

Janet Smith, Walk Coordinator 

———————————————————————————————- 

From POAC Northern Virginia 

Dear Abiding Presence: 

Thank you so much for your generosity to the POAC group. The parents and children very much 

appreciate your support, both monetary and for the use of space in your building for our meetings. 

 Red Cross Blood Drive  

The Red Cross will hold its final blood drive 

of this year on Monday, December 3 from 

3:00-7:30 PM.  

Please sign up at redcrossblood.org and en-

ter ABIDINGVA or call 1-800-733-2767. 

Blood drive dates for 2019 have not yet been 

finalized.  

 

 

 

 

The office will be closed for these holidays: 

Monday, Nov. 12 

Veterans' Day Holiday Observed 

Thursday & Friday, Nov. 22-23 

Thanksgiving Holiday 
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We offer ... 

Mental Health Family Support Group 

 Drop-in confidential support group open to all in our com-

munity 

 Led by the Rev. Christine E. Reimers, PhD (a pastoral 

counselor) 

 2nd Thursday of the month, AP Library, 7:00 PM 

 Upcoming dates: November 8, December 13 

AP Mental Health Team Meetings  
 Help plan and support activities as well as educational 

events 

 AP Library, 7:00-8:30 PM  

 Upcoming dates: November 19, December 17 

For more information...  
 Contact Pastor Heidi (pastorheidi@abidingpresence.net) 

 Visit AbidingPresence.net/MH 

 Visit our Facebook group “AP Mental Health Ministry”  

 (www.facebook.com/groups/apmentalhealth/) 

 

NAMI Walk — September 22 

Families with Young Children Event 
Saturday, November 3 from 5:00-7:00 PM 

Join us as we launch a new group for families with young 

children* at Abiding Presence. We'll kick off with a potluck 

dinner in Bailey Hall at Abiding Presence. Please bring a 

main dish, side dish or dessert to share. The church will 

provide drinks and paper products. Free childcare will be 

provided in the church nursery from 5:00-7:00 PM. You are 

welcome to have your little ones with you at the dinner or 

take them into the nursery. Please indicate how many children you will have for the nursery when 

you RSVP so we can staff accordingly. If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to Pastor 

Keseley or Pastor Eickstadt. RSVP at http://evite.me/EBRNjfUWEN.  

*When we say "families with young children" we mean that what the group has in common is that the 

majority of their children are age 3 and under. That said, there are no hard and fast rules. So, if you 

feel like you would fit in with this group, then so do we!  

 

mailto:pastorkeseley@abidingpresence.net?subject=Families%20with%20Young%20Children
mailto:pastorheidi@abidingpresence.net?subject=Families%20with%20Young%20Children
mailto:pastorkeseley@abidingpresence.net?subject=Families%20with%20Young%20Children
http://evite.me/EBRNjfUWEN
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 ECHO (Ecumenical Community Helping Others) is delight-

ed to welcome a new Executive Director! Anita King has ac-

cepted that position and has been unanimously approved 

by ECHO’s Board of Directors. Anita has been a Family Counselor, and, most recently, the 

Director of Client Services for ECHO. Anita follows in the footsteps of Meg Brantley and Pat 

Gauthier who each served  for many years before retiring from the vital leadership role that 

this volunteer position represents. ECHO is also delighted that Maureen Doherty, a Family 

Counselor of long experience and deep organizational knowledge, will step into the position 

of Director of Client Services. 

Thanksgiving Baskets for those in Need 
Each year Abiding Presence provides 25 Thanksgiving food 

baskets for ECHO client families. Each basket consists of 

nonperishable food items, along with a grocery gift card so 

that families can purchase their own meat and perishable 

food items. Please sign up on your worship folder Count-Me-

In or contact the church office if you are willing to assist with 

a basket. We have several ways in which you can help: 

 Donate food items for an entire basket, along with a $25.00 donation for the purchase of 

grocery gift cards. 

 Donate the food items for one complete basket and bring to the church office, or purchase 

one or more nonperishable items and drop off in the collection bin in the narthex. 

 Make a donation of a $25.00 grocery gift card. 

 Make a cash donation by check or electronically, and we will shop for items we need and 

purchase grocery gift cards. Please indicate “Thanksgiving Basket” on the memo line of 

your check, or list that ministry when you give electronically.   

If you purchase a grocery card, please bring it to the church office so that it does not get lost. 

Cash donations help us in two ways: (1) we can place an order through the Giant “Cash for 

Causes” program and earn cash back for our service ministry, and (2) it alleviates the difficul-

ty of keeping track of grocery gift cards donated with food items. Please note that if we receive 

more funds than we need, it is our policy to purchase additional grocery cards for assistance to 

people who walk-in for help during the year.  

A list of suggested food items for the baskets is available in the narthex. Please bring in all 

items no later than Sunday, November 11. If you have questions, please contact Kathi in the 

church office.  

ECHO News 

Current Needs: 

ECHO is also in need of donations of desktop and laptop 

computers. ECHO uses the best security methods to erase 

the hard drives of all donated computers before trouble-

shooting and loading free software for their clients. 

Volunteers are currently needed for all kinds of jobs—clothing, housewares, counselors and 

office assistants, and especially in the food pantry on Friday mornings. If you have one or two 

mornings or evenings a month to spare for helping in a large, cheerful community service 

effort, please see www.echo-inc.org/volunteer to find out how to join. 

ECHO’s Fall Yard Sale will be 

held Saturday, October 27  from 

8:00 AM-noon at St. Bernadette 

Catholic School Gym, 7600 Old 

Keene Mill Road. Toys, dishes, 

collectibles, small electronics, 

home decorations and fashion   

accessories will fill the room.   

Proceeds go to support ECHO.  

 Muffin mixes 

 Vegetable oil 

 Bags of rice 

 Personal care items (razors, 

deodorant, shaving cream 

 Boxed potato products 
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Love Without Boundaries 

You may not know it, but Abiding Presence is active in the world, changing 

the lives of vulnerable children through Love Without Boundaries (LWB). 

In Uganda we have the privilege of sponsoring Tyson. We began supporting 

him in the Mukono Baby Room as he gained health and strength. He is now an 

active toddler and will soon be moving into foster care! His foster parents 

have been visiting him regularly and he seems quite comfortable with them. 

We are so excited that he will be able to experience family life.   

Last summer AP made 100 bibs to send to LWB’s new sibling school in Cam-

bodia.  After opening a school in Sokhem, we quickly realized we needed an-

other facility to take care of the younger siblings who were brought to school 

by their older brothers and sisters while their parents worked. The sibling 

school has been open a year now and cares for more than 20 little ones. The 

children are learning so much – their five senses, animal names and sounds and 

saying “please” and “thank you”.  The most exciting news is that these beauti-

ful children are growing stronger with the nutrition they are receiving. When 

the school opened last fall, 85% of them were showing signs of malnutrition, 

measuring below the first percentile in height and/or weight. Now only 33% of 

the children are below the first percentile and those children are much closer 

to that first percentile line than they were a year ago. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abiding Presence’s sponsorship is making a difference in the lives of these little ones – stomping out 

hunger and malnutrition and giving them a chance at an education and a future. Thank you for your 

generosity. Please visit LoveWithoutBoundaries.org for more information. 

LWB  
Sibling School  

 

 

Tyson (above) and with 
his foster parents 

The annual CROP Walk will be held on Sunday, November 18 

beginning at 2:00 PM. It will again be a loop walk, starting and 

ending at Fairfax Presbyterian Church. The walk is under 3 miles 

and walkers must register in advance. Jane Curtis will be in the 

narthex before and after services several weekends before the 

walk to explain our connection with Church World Service and its 

missions, and to register walkers for the Abiding Presence team. 

If you miss her in the narthex, feel free to call or e-mail her; she is 

listed in the directory. You may also register online at 

burkecropwalk.org. 

Please consider joining the team or supporting a walker with a donation. Checks should be made out to 

CWS. Many walkers will wear their CROP Walk sticker during the month of November so that you can 

identify someone who is looking for sponsors. 
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Abiding Presence will provide dinner for residents 

of the Carpenter’s Shelter on Sunday, Dec. 30. If 

you can assist by providing food or serving, please 

contact Al Dalmida, afdalmida@gmail.com. 

  

Carpenter’s Shelter’s Wish List!  

The shelter is always in need of items for their resi-

dents. Please consider supporting the shelter by 

browsing their Amazon Wish List, which they fre-

quently update with their most pressing needs (see 

https://carpentersshelter.org/give/). Additionally, 

they can always use Wal-Mart, Target, and Visa/

Mastercard gift cards to purchase emergency 

items for the residents. The shelter currently has 

beds for 60 residents, and assists approximately 

650 homeless and formerly homeless adults and 

children each year in its various programs.  

Children’s Weekend Meals Program 
The Children's Weekend Food Project is a com-

munity outreach program that AP started In April 

2011, in response to an immediate need for 

weekend meals for students at a local elementary 

school who received free lunch at school, but also 

needed support on the weekends. Abiding Pres-

ence began by providing “Weekend Meal Pack-

ages” that contained 2 meals and a snack each 

weekend during the school year for 25 students. 

Over the last seven years the program has grown 

to providing meals for 75 students. In Fairfax 

County Public Schools, 28% of students qualify 

for free and reduced price lunches. This year that 

is about 52,279 families who are struggling with 

food insecurity. There are many ways you can 

volunteer to help with this ministry. We are look-

ing for volunteers to pack the food, deliver the 

bags, and donate food. The list of food items is in 

the weekly announcements and posted on the 

service ministry bulletin board. Food items can 

also be ordered from Amazon, Wal-mart or Cost-

co and be delivered to the church.  For more in-

formation, please contact Sharon Downs at sha-

ron@abidingpresence.net or Clare Stevens at 

clare@northernlight.com. 

 

Make a difference in our community by taking 

food out into our community to make it accessi-

ble to those who need it, but don’t have easy ac-

cess to transportation. For times and dates, and 

to lend a hand, please send an email to Pastor 

Heidi, pastorheidi@abidingpresence.net. 

 

 
Monthly Food Pantry 

Remaining dates for the  

AP Food Pantry in 2018 are: 

Saturday, October 27 

Saturday, November 24 

Saturday, December 15 

mailto:pastorheidi@abidingpresence.net


17 

 

The AP Giving Tree will be set up in the narthex in the next few weeks. Please stop by to check out gift 

ideas for ECHO, Gifts of Hope and ELCA Good Gifts.   

Items needed immediately are toys to support ECHO’s Christmas store, which is for ECHO clients who 

are parents of young children. Abiding Presence helps ECHO brighten the lives of these children by 

donating new toys and games by the Giving Tree. If you are planning to provide a toy for ECHO's 

Christmas shop, please bring in unwrapped items by December 9 so that the items can be delivered to 

ECHO in time for their Christmas Shop.  

 

 

Log College Project 

Earlier this fall we shared with you the news that Abiding 

Presence was chosen as one of twelve congregations across 

the country (and the only Lutheran congregation) to partici-

pate in a "Community of Practice" with the Log College Pro-

ject through Princeton Seminary. We're now getting to work 

discerning, learning, praying and listening to how God is 

calling us to innovate our ministry with and to the senior 

high youth. We're thinking about both the youth who are 

already at Abiding Presence and the youth in our area who 

might be searching or longing for a faith community.  

Each quarter during the 2018-2019 school year we will be given an activity to help us reimagine our 

youth ministry. Our first activity has been to research the history of Abiding Presence and to share 

it with the whole congregation so we can discern, learn, pray and listen to God together. Specifical-

ly, we have been looking at the footprint of our church's innovation. The more we have researched, 

the more we have discovered just how much innovation we have in our history! Whether it was 

transforming a movie theater into a worship space when we first began, changing the seating direc-

tion in the sanctuary, launching three distinct worship experiences, dreaming of a playground or 

launching weekday ministries to children and families such as MOPS and Mainly Music—Abiding 

Presence has been a church listening to God's bold vision and reimagining what the church might 

look like.   

As you come to church over the course of the next few weeks, please take a look at the timeline run-

ning on the walls that tells some of our story. It's not inclusive of every single thing we've done in 

the past 40 years as it would take a renovation project to give us enough wall space for that! It does, 

however, offer some highlights of where we've been and how we've responded to God's call.  

We need you to please do more than just look at the papers on the wall, though. Please take a mo-

ment to prayerfully walk the timeline with one of the "Guide through History" papers. Jot down what 

surprises you, excites you or where you experience God nudging us into the future. When you're 

done, place your "Guide through History" in the box in the church office. We'll have a drawing for a 

special "historical prize" from the guides collected.  

 

http://iym.ptsem.edu/the-log-college-project/community-of-practice/
https://ptsem.edu/


18 

 

Schedule of Activities: 
Puppet Team   5:00-6:00 PM  

Youth Band, Gr. 6-12  5:00-6:00 PM 

Dinner       6:00-6:45 PM 

Nursery Available   6:30-8:00 PM 

Intergenerational Bells  6:45-7:45 PM 

Iron Men    6:45-7:45 PM 

Moms' Bible Study   6:45-7:45 PM 

Preschool Choir   6:45-7:15 PM 

Elem. Youth Groups  6:45-7:15 PM 

Confirmation Level 2  6:45-7:45 PM 

ESL     7:00-8:30 PM 

Preschool Youth Group  7:15-7:45 PM 

Elem. Youth Choir, Gr. K-5 7:15-7:45 PM 

Pre-Confirmation, Gr. 6   7:15-7:45 PM 

Youth Choir, Gr. 6-12  7:45-8:30 PM 

    

No Wednesday Gathering Activities on   

October 24 (Trunk or Treat) or October 31.  

 
 

 
OWLS Luncheon 

Wednesday, November 7 

at 12:00 Noon 

Our November luncheon for our Old-

er, Wiser Lutherans will be held on 

Wednesday, November 7, beginning 

at 12:00 PM. Our guest will be Rabbi 

Darryl Crystal, Interim Rabbi of Tem-

ple B'nai Shalom. 

 

AP Book Club 

The AP Book Club meets regularly 

during the school year. The next two 

meetings are on Mondays, October 29 

and on November 26 at 7:30 PM. 

Oct. 29: A Gentleman in Moscow by 

Amor Towles  

Nov. 26: Days of Awe by Lauren Fox  

Everyone is invited to attend the dis-

cussion, which is held in the Martin Lu-

ther classroom (#10-11). 
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Fun for the Whole Family! 
Looking for a safe, family-friendly way to trick or  treat? 

Children ages 6th grade and under are invited to dress 

in costume and come trunk or treat in the church park-

ing lot! "Trunk or Treat" cars will be parked in half the 

parking lot and roped off to incoming cars. Children 

then walk from trunk to trunk to collect candy.  
 

Wednesday, October 24 
6:45-7:30 PM 

We are also in need of families and individuals who will 

decorate the trunk of their vehicles and hand out candy 

for this event! Not feeling creative? Oriental Trading 

has a bunch of easy trunk or treat ideas! A signup sheet  

is in the Narthex, or let Sara Dyson know.   

Join us after dinner (at 6:45 PM) on Wednesday, 

Nov. 28 for an opportunity for each family to make 

an advent log. Logs with pre-drilled holes, candles, 

and decorations will be provided. This is a great 

family event to prepare our hearts and homes for 

the advent season. If you have an advent log from a 

previous year that you love, replacement candles 

will be available.  

Ho! Ho! Ho! Santa is coming! Join us in 

Bailey Hall from 9:00-11:00 AM for a ba-

gel breakfast. Santa will be making an 

appearance, and provide an opportunity 

for children to have their picture tak-

en with him. There will also be crafts for 

the children to work on. Don't miss this 

exciting event! Look for a signup in the 

next few weeks to register your child. 

Save these Dates: 

  Wednesday, November 28                           Saturday, December 8  

Advent Log Making   
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 Youth and Family Ministry 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior High Christmas Party - December 15 from 7:00-9:00 PM 
You won't want to miss the annual Senior High Christmas party! We'll decorate ginger bread houses, 

play Christmas games, have a white elephant gift exchange, and more! Youth are encouraged to bring 

a friend, a white elephant gift if they'd like to participate, and show up ready to have some FUN!  

 

For any of the Senior High events, please talk to Children & Family Minister, Sara Dyson 

(sara@abidingpresence.net) to RSVP, or with any questions. More details will be sent to all Sen-

ior High families closer to each date, as well.   

Senior High Mission Work Camp  

 July 21-27, 2019 
Our Senior High Mission Work Camp date is set 

for next summer, so mark your calendar now! We 

will be heading to Savannah, Georgia July 21-27 

for spiritual growth, relationship building, and ser-

vice projects through a mission work camp. Regis-

tration is $100/youth, and the cost is currently 

$460, which we hope to bring down by some fund-

raising and investment opportunities. It will be 

similar to the ELCA Youth Gathering they just at-

tended but on a smaller scale. Pastor Keseley and 

Phil Franke took a group of youth to Savanah, GA 

during Pastor's first summer at Abiding Presence 

and had an incredible time! Feel free to chat with 

one of them regarding their experiences. The 

deadline to register is Sunday, October 28, as the 

first deposit has to be made at that point.  

4-5-6 Youth Group — October 28 
All 4th, 5th, and 6th graders, please plan to join us for a pizza 

lunch and games in Bailey Hall on Sunday, October 28, fol-

lowing the 11:00 AM service. Pizza will be provided; please 

bring a side, dessert, or drink to share.  

RSVP to Kim Redelsheimer (kimberlyred@gmail.com) or Sara 

Dyson (sara@abidingpresence.net) with what you will bring.  

Check out this video for a preview of one of the games we will 

play! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qCmJRIwpXGU  

Hope to see you there! 

 

November 18 - CROP Walk 
All senior high are invited to walk with Abiding 

Presence in the 26th annual CROP Walk to stamp 

out hunger in our community. We hope to have a 

large senior high turnout to be able to walk to-

gether. Please see Jane Curtis to sign up for 

the walk. 

mailto:sara@abidingpresence.net
mailto:kimberlyred@gmail.com
mailto:sara@abidingpresence.net
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qCmJRIwpXGU
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Pet Blessing 
Service 

September 30 

The Abiding Table (below) 
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A HUGE thank you to all of our more than 55 youth and adult volunteers who helped set up, work at, and 

clean up from the Fall Festival! We could NOT have done it without you, and are grateful that you were 

able to help us make the Fall Festival a success, yet again! It turned out to be a beautiful fall day and alt-

hough rain threatened the morning, all of the volunteers conquered the sprinkling rain at the beginning 

with big smiles and no complaints. We opened the door to several hundred guests, ranging from infants 

to great-grandparents, and shared the love of our church community with all who attended. The senior 

high youth, along with Matt Dyson and Chris Franke, put on a rocking haunted house. Kuddos to our 

youth for spending their Friday night and Saturday morning creating so much fun for the younger chil-

dren. Also, a big thank you to everyone who stayed late or came specifically to help set up and clean 

up. We had some very dedicated folks on set-up/clean-up and were finished setting up early, and were 

able to clean up in just an hour! My favorite part of the day was watching all of the different generations 

of volunteers working alongside each other to serve multi-generational Fall Festival attendees. A spe-

cial shout-out to Shannon Pallant, our Fall Festival coordinator, who spent hours upon hours preparing 

for that day. If you see her, please share your gratitude and thanks! 
 

Fall Festival
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Lutheran Church  

of the Abiding Presence 

6304 Lee Chapel Road 

Burke, VA  22015  

703-455-7500 

an ELCA congregation 

www.abidingpresence.net 

Officers 

President..………Steve Lucky 

Vice President……..Brian Paeth 

Secretary...……...Karen McGavin 

Treasurer...……..Monique Fraedrich 

Congregation Council 

David Bleicken 

Erin Eichhorn 

Scott James 

Tim Jensen 

Jennifer Johnson 

Karen McGavin 

Steve Lucky 

Steve Meyeraan 

Brian Paeth 

Trustees 

Karen Bowes, Mike Dyson, Bob Vitter 

Staff 

Senior Pastor 

Meredith Lovell Keseley  

pastorkeseley@abidingpresence.net 

Pastor for Discipleship 

Heidi Eickstadt 

pastorheidi@abidingpresence.net 

Music and Worship Minister 

David Chávez 

dave@abidingpresence.net 

Children’s Choirs 

Lori Rossett 

lori@abidingpresence.net 

Children and Family Minister  

Sara Dyson 

sara@abidingpresence.net 

Office Manager 

Kathi Schultz 

kathi@abidingpresence.net 

Secretary/Financial Secretary 

Sharon Downs 

sharon@abidingpresence.net 

Office Assistant 

Melody Light 

Facilities/Maintenance 

Jose Corena 

 

Small Group Study Participants (above)  
Thursday Bible Study Group at Bible Museum (right)  

Youth Band (below) 
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The Lutheran Church of the Abiding Presence 
6304 Lee Chapel Road 
Burke, Virginia 22015 
(703) 455-7500 
www.abidingpresence.net 
 

Calendar at a Glance 
Oct. 24 Trunk or Treat 

Oct. 27 AP Food Pantry 

Oct. 28 Synod Reformation Service 

Oct. 31 No Wednesday Gathering 

Nov. 4 Daylight Saving Time Ends 

Nov. 7 Wednesday Gathering Resumes 

Nov. 12  Church Office Closed-Veterans' Day 

Nov. 14 Wednesday Gathering 

Nov. 17 Neighborhood Food Pantry 

Nov. 17-18 Stewardship Celebration 

Nov. 18 CROP Walk 

Nov. 21 Thanksgiving Eve Service 

Nov. 22-23 Church Office Closed 

Nov. 24 AP Food Pantry 

Nov. 28 Wednesday Gathering & Advent Log-Making 

Dec. 1  Advent Jazz Vespers Service 

Dec. 3  Red Cross Blood Drive 

Dec. 5  Wednesday Gathering 
  Blue Christmas Advent Service 

Dec. 8  Bagels with Santa 
  Church Decorating 

 

Weekly Worship Schedule 

Saturday Vespers 6:00 PM 
Sunday Praise 8:45 AM 
Sunday Traditional  11:00 AM 


